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What Is “GA”What Is “GA”
Exactly?Exactly?

All aviation All aviation exceptexcept
(( airlines airlines
(( military military

Sub-category:Sub-category:
(( airlines. airlines.



AirlinerAirliner



(Also Airliner)(Also Airliner)



GeneralGeneral
AviationAviation



General AviationGeneral Aviation
is also…...is also…...Medical EvacuationMedical Evacuation

PersonalPersonal
BusinessBusiness

CompetitionCompetition



AdvertisingAdvertising

Air TaxiAir Taxi

Scenic ToursScenic Tours



Law EnforcementLaw Enforcement

CorporateCorporate

AgriculturalAgricultural



But the Majority of GA is….But the Majority of GA is….



HeavenHeaven
((as seen by Air Carriersas seen by Air Carriers))



HeavenHeaven
((as seen by General Aviation)as seen by General Aviation)



GA “hasGA “has
been drivingbeen driving
the FAAthe FAA
workload.”workload.”

Aircraft FleetsAircraft Fleets
Aircraft Activity.Aircraft Activity.
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All GA Aircraft ShippedAll GA Aircraft Shipped
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1994 looked like 1994 looked like 
the end of the line!.the end of the line!.
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FAA ForecastFAA Forecast
Turbine GrowthTurbine Growth

(( 3X piston 3X piston
(( 2.7% annually 2.7% annually
(( fractional owners fractional owners

Piston GrowthPiston Growth
(( SE 1% SE 1%
(( ME 0.4% ME 0.4%
(( Rotor +0% Rotor +0%
(( Experimental +1.5%. Experimental +1.5%.

BusinessBusiness
TrafficTraffic



GA “hasGA “has
been drivingbeen driving
the FAAthe FAA
workload.”workload.”

FSS Services.FSS Services.



FSS Preflight ServicesFSS Preflight Services
All GA All GA ForecastForecast
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GA “hasGA “has
been drivingbeen driving
the FAAthe FAA
workload.”workload.”

IFR Operations.IFR Operations.



“Commercial aircraft“Commercial aircraft
IFR operations areIFR operations are

forecast to increaseforecast to increase
at a significantlyat a significantly

faster rate than arefaster rate than are
GA IFR operations.”GA IFR operations.”**

FAA Aerospace Forecast,FAA Aerospace Forecast,
Mar 99, page I-17.Mar 99, page I-17.

IFR OperationsIFR Operations
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IFR DeparturesIFR Departures
1993 - 20101993 - 2010
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Flying EnvironmentFlying Environment
….. and advanced avionics….. and advanced avionics



GA “hasGA “has
been drivingbeen driving
the FAAthe FAA
workload.”workload.”

Approach ControlApproach Control
Departure Control.Departure Control.





Encounters of theEncounters of the
Class B KindClass B Kind

(GA-Style)(GA-Style)

EveryoneEveryone
Welcome!Welcome!

Class BClass B
Clearance  68%Clearance  68%
AvoidAvoid       32%      32%
(( Skirt closely   52% Skirt closely   52%
(( Wide berth      48% Wide berth      48%



“Most of the increase“Most of the increase
in GA (IFR) activityin GA (IFR) activity
since 1982… can besince 1982… can be
attributed to theattributed to the
formation of radarformation of radar
service areas….”service areas….”

FAA Aerospace Forecast, Mar 99, page VII-4.FAA Aerospace Forecast, Mar 99, page VII-4.



GA “hasGA “has
been drivingbeen driving
the FAAthe FAA
workload.”workload.”

FAA and ContractFAA and Contract
Towers.Towers.
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Total Ops: 63,291Total Ops: 63,291
(( Regional Regional 5.6%5.6%
(( Air Taxi Air Taxi 9.3%9.3%
(( GA Local     29.2% GA Local     29.2%
(( GA  GA ItinerItiner      52.3%      52.3%
(( Military Military 3.4%3.4%

FrederickFrederickHagerstownHagerstown
97.4% GA97.4% GA81.5% GA81.5% GA

Total Ops: 130,000Total Ops: 130,000
(( Regional Regional    0%   0%
(( Air Taxi Air Taxi 2.5%2.5%
(( GA Local     77.9% GA Local     77.9%
(( GA GA Itiner Itiner      19.5%      19.5%
(( Military Military 0.1%.0.1%.

Airport AAirport A Airport BAirport B



FAA ForecastFAA Forecast

FAA Aerospace Forecast, Mar 99, page I-17.FAA Aerospace Forecast, Mar 99, page I-17.

“The majority of“The majority of
this growth isthis growth is
expected to resultexpected to result
from increasedfrom increased
commercialcommercial
aircraft activity.”aircraft activity.”**

Tower Use +1.8% /Tower Use +1.8% / Yr Yr
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FAA Aerospace Forecast, Mar 99, page X-34.FAA Aerospace Forecast, Mar 99, page X-34.
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GA “hasGA “has
been drivingbeen driving
the FAAthe FAA
workload.”workload.”

Pilot PopulationPilot Population
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AOPAAOPA
ProjectProject

PilotPilot





Pilots by CertificatePilots by Certificate
1993 - 19981993 - 1998
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14,143 pilots14,143 pilots
hired in 1998!hired in 1998!

We need pilotsWe need pilots
real bad! real bad! (Not(Not
real bad pilots)real bad pilots)

Pilot Shortage?Pilot Shortage?

ExpansionExpansion
Air, IncAir, Inc

1999 looks1999 looks
GREAT!GREAT!
Where are new pilotsWhere are new pilots
coming from?.coming from?.



Total Active PilotsTotal Active Pilots
After Years of PromotionAfter Years of Promotion
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But saying they’reBut saying they’re
“driving FAA work”“driving FAA work”

is overstating it!is overstating it!

Up 0.3%!Up 0.3%!



But Remember the MajorityBut Remember the Majority
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